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Undergraduate Council Minutes
of September 21, 2000





Mary Albrecht, David Anderson, Richard Bayer, Mary Dale Blanton, Catherine Dalton, Tom George,
Fred Gilliam, Eric Haley, Robert Hinde, Andrew James, Buck Jones, Faye Julian, Suzanne Kurth,
Robert Maddox, Mike Mullen, Johnie Mozingo, Robert Peterson, Paul Pickney, Max Robinson,
Margie Russell, Linda Tober, Frank Spicuzza, Bill Woodcock, and John Zomchick.
Members absent:
Heather Collins, Laura Howes, Bob Jackson, John Lounsbury, Carol Seavor, Allen Taylor, and
Michael Ware.
Proxies:
Marie Garrett (Rita Smith) and Sarah DeYoung (Delores Smith).
Julian called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.
Tober reported that the Undergraduate Councils website contains the minutes of last years
Council meetings.  If Banner is used to check courses or other actions taken by the Council, the
on-line minutes can be matched to the page numbers.  Additionally, a list serve is being
established so e-mails can be sent to the entire Council membership.  She added that some
colleges were lacking representation on the Council.
I. Reports
A. Class Attendance and Field Trips
Mozingo, chair of the ad hoc sub-committee, introduced the committee and
presented its report.  The committee considered current policies adequate for
issues related to field trips and other activities that require students to miss class.
The report encourages faculty to schedule such programs outside of normal class
periods whenever possible.  Faculty are also urged to plan trips well in advance and
announce them at the first class meeting so students can make decisions about
which courses will remain on their schedules.  However, it is the committees
position that ultimately it is the students responsibility to decide which courses
take priority.  A full text of the report appears on pp. 12828 and 12829.
Discussion included the necessity of scheduling some field trips in times other than
spring break or some other non-class days, the issue of responsibility completely
falling upon students, and whether faculty also have some responsibilities.  Blanton
noted that courses with field trip or similar requirements should include these in
course descriptions.  She added that in Human Ecologys course for special needs
children, the camp experience must take place when the weather is warm, and that
this time does not coincide with spring break.  In recognition of this, the course
requires students notify the instructors of their other courses.  Albrecht added that
one of the problems was students failure to notify instructors early enough in
the term.  Pinckney reaffirmed the importance of the students responsibility for
the classes they are taking, but suggested it is also the facultys responsibility to
include requirements on a syllabus which is given to students at the first class
meeting.  Finally, Julian asked if the Council might forward the report to the
student Undergraduate Academic Council for their discussion and
recommendations.  The Council concurred.  The UAC will report to the Council at
its November meeting.
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B. Grade Changes and Incompletes
Anne Mayhew, chair of the Oversight Committee of the Student Life Office and
Academic Support in the Athletic Department, reported that in the course of its
inquiries the committee came upon two issues that are of concern campus wide.
She noted that there was considerable discussion of whether student athletes
received a disproportionate number of grade changes.  When the committee
looked at the pattern of grade changes, it discovered that more grade changes
were given by graduate teaching assistants and adjunct faculty than by more
experienced faculty.  The committee concluded that there really is no provision
for monitoring changes of grade.  One suggestion is that department heads sign
grade change forms so they will know where grade changes occurred.  She
reaffirmed the sole responsibility of faculty to assign grades.
The second issue is the awarding of the I grade.  The original concern of the
committee was whether student athletes have received the I grade as a means of
retaining NCAA eligibility.  Again, in the course of its inquiries, the committee
discovered evidence of awarding I grades to students, athletes and non-athletes,
whose work was not satisfactory and were failing but sought to avoid the penalties
of an F grade.  The Oversight Committee recommends the Council makes the
appropriate use of Incomplete more explicit by rewording the policy.  The
suggested revision follows on p. 12830.  Julian instructed Council members to
consider the proposals in anticipation of action on them at the November meeting.
C. Information Technology Task Force
Linda Painter, chair of the Task Force, began by presenting a brief history of its
work. The Task Force was created in the summer of 1999 and charged with
preparing a report that would assist the University in becoming a leader in
information technology through integration of technologies in teaching, research,
and service. The Task Force consisted of Painter, Department of Physics, chair;
Elizabeth Aversa, School of Information Sciences; Richard Bayer, Admissions and
Records; Robert Leiter, Ourtreach and Continuing Education; Susan Metros, Division
of Educational Technology; and Aubrey Mitchell, University Libraries. The Task Force
was specifically charged to make recommendations for using technologies such as
the World Wide Web and multimedia to enhance teaching and learning, to increase
access to higher education for all citizens of the state, and to suggest strategies
to improve the competitive position of the University through greater flexibility
of time and place for teaching and learning.
The Task Force discovered areas central to successful use of information technology
at the University including academic policy.  The report and recommendations of
the Task Force regarding  academic policy follow on pp. 12831 through 12836.
Recommendations include definitions of categories of electronic courses,
statements for the Timetable of Classes, a definition of time commitment,
reconsideration of residency policies, and routes of approval.
Discussion focused on the need for rethinking various policies in the context of new
technological possibilities for making a wide variety of courses available to students
Pickney expressed concern for those students who could not afford a computer and
would be effectively denied access to higher education.  Julian noted policies must
be set to regulate all on-line courses.
Council will be requested to take action on the report at its November meeting.
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D. Human Resources MajorCollege of Human Ecology
DeYoung reported that the National Job Training Center, an organization of Trades
People, proposed that the College of Human Ecology offer an on-line degree
program for its members.  The program will be limited to 30 students all of whom
will already have an Associate of Arts or Science degree.  The remaining two years
will be taken through the College of Human Ecology.  They will complete their
studies in an existing degree program with approved courses already on line.
The organization will pay the tuition for the students in the program.
E. General Education Progress Report
Gilliam presented a progress report from the Committee on General Education.  He
noted that the University was considered a national leader in general education in
the 1980s and that the current program was approved with the transition to
semesters in 1988.  He noted that the goals of that program were admirable but
their relevance needs to be better communicated and integrated with major
requirements.  The progress report included the committees current
determinations of curricular models and requirements as well as a suggested
implementation plan.  An outline of the presentation follows on pp. 12837 and
12838.
Julian commended the committee for its work and noted that general education
is of special interest to the legislature as evidenced by the recently passed
legislation.  It follows on p. 12839.  Spicuzza added that with the adoption of the
California Critical Thinking Test as a senior testing requirement, the University
should have a better indication of whether general education goals are met.
Gilliam noted that the committee hoped to present its full report to the Council
at its November meeting.
Reports and recommendations to the Council follow on pp. 12828-12839.
II. Curricular Material
Tober presented the proposal to add honors courses in University Studies.  After some
discussion of using the H designation for honors sections of any course, the proposal
was withdrawn.
There being no further business, the Council adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda M. Tober
Secretary to the Undergraduate Council
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